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T& Rosemounde, Against Women Unconstant?
An Amorous Compleint, and Book I, stanza 8
of Troilus and Criseyde. The poet protests
so much that it is difficult to believe that he
is describing anything more than a lover
bewailing his unhappy lot (in the French
fashion). Evidently French love-poetry ap-
pealed strongly to his imagination, for one
of his earliest works is a translation of the
famous Romance of the Rose. This long,
allegorical poem (the original consists of
over 22,000 lines), falls into two parts. The
first, by Guillaume de Lorris, describes the
search of the ideal lover for the mystic rose.
The hero is admitted by the portress Idleness
into a fair garden of flowers, where he finds
Sir Mirth, Lady Courtesy, Dame Gladness,
and many another gallant and debonair
knight and lady. In this garden is the
enchanted Well of Love, in whose depths the
lover beholds the image of the Rose. He
tries to seize it, and finds that a hard struggle
lies before him ere he can hope to win the
prize of love. Lorris left the poem unfinished,
and the second part was added by Jean le
Meung, a cynic with no very high opinion
of women or of love. He introduces a
sceptical friend who has a long conversation